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CONFIDENTIAL PORT LOUIS 0424 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: MAURITIUS WEEKLY REVIEW - APRIL 22 (SUMMARY) 

REF: PORT LOUIS 0424 

1 . PUBLIC CAMPAIGNING HAS INCREASED IN INTENSITY FOR THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS TO BE HELD APRIL 24. THERE HAVE BEEN 
SOME MINOR INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE BETWEEN SUPPORTERS OF THE 
MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT (MMM) AND THE MAURITIAN SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PMSD) IN CUREPIPE, SUFFICIENTLY SERIOUS 
TO CAUSE THE POLICE RIOT UNIT TO BEGIN PATROLLING THE TOWN. 

FINANCE MINISTER RINGADOO, WHO IS DIRECTING THE GOVERNING 
COALITION'S CAMPAIGN, HAS EXHORTED ALL SUPPORTERS OF LABOR 
AND THE PMSD TO VOTE ON SUNDAY TO KEEP THE TOWNS OUT OF THE 
HANDS OF THE "POLITICAL ADVENTURERS" OF THE MMM. HE STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, THE FIRST IN 
EIGHT YEARS, FOR THEY WILL EITHER GIVE THE GOVERNMENT A VOTE 
OF CONFIDENCE OR WILL RESULT IN A SLIDE TOWARD "COMMUNISM." 
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2. THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WILL MEET AT LEAST 12 TIMES IN MAY 
TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET FOR THE COMING FISCAL YEAR. LABOR 
MINISTER MOHAMED'S ANNOUNCED INTENTION T INTRODUCE AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT TO END THE 
OBLIGATORY DUES CHECK-OFF SYSTEM HAS CAUSED A FUROR IN UNION 
CIRCLES. THE UNIONS FEAR THIS WILL PUT A BIG DENT IN THEIR 
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FINANCES. THEY CHARGE THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO 
WEAKIN THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. THE MMM BELIEVES THE 
MEASURE IS AIMED AT ITS UNIONS. WHICH PROVIDE MUCH OF THE 
PARTY'S MUSCLE AND FINANCING. THE UNION FEDERATIONS, INCLUDING 
NON-MMM GROUPS. HAVE THREATENED A SERIOUS REACTION, INCLUDING 
A POSSIBLE GENERAL STRIKE. 

3. PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM'S FORTHRIGHT SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU AND FOR THE FRENCH-MOROCCAN INVOLVEMENT IN ZAIRE DREW 
ABSOLUTELY NO COMMENT IN THE MAURITIAN PRESS. RAMGOOLAM HAS 
BEEN ATTENDING THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL MEETING IN 
AMSTERDAM AND THE FRANCO- AFRICAN SUMMIT IN DAKAR. IN A 
PRESS INTERVIEW HERE SYECHELLES PRIME MINISTER RENE SAID HE 
FAVORED A CONFERENCE OF GOVERNMENTS, NOT PARTIES, OF THE 
REGION TO ALERT WORLD OPINION TO THE NNED TO DEMILITARIZE 
THE INDIAN OCEAN. MAURITIUS AND THE SYECHELLES HAVE AGREED 
TO EXTEND THEIR EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONES TO 200 MILES. 

MAURITIUS WILL ESTABLISH A RESIDENT HIGH COMMISSION IN AUSTRALIA, 
WHERE ABOUT 25,000 MAURITIANS HAVE EMIGRATED IN RECENT YEARS. 
AFTER YEARS OF CAMPAIGNING FOR THE MEASURE, THE CIVIL SERVANTS’ 
UNION HAS WON A 40 HOUR WORK WEEK. 
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